
ARC 3482B 

PUBLIC SAFETY DEPARTMENT (661) 
Notice of Intended Action 

 

Pursuant to the authority of Iowa Code section 100B.10, the Department of Public 

Safety hereby proposes to amend Chapter 54, “Fire Fighter Certification,” Iowa 

Administrative Code. 

 

The Fire Service and Emergency Response Council is charged in Iowa Code section 

100B.2, subsection 4, to “develop and submit to the state fire marshal for adoption rules 

establishing minimum training standards for fire service training that will be applicable 

statewide, periodically review these standards, and offer rules as deemed appropriate.”  

The Council has been considering the development of minimum training standards for 

Iowa fire fighters since its inception in 2000.  These proposed rules result from that 

deliberation, and were approved by the Council at its meeting on February 5, 2004. 

 

These proposed rules provide for the establishment of a minimum training standard 

for fire fighters in Iowa.  The proposed standard would apply to fire fighters involved in 

fighting “structural” fires which create the greatest risks in fire fighting.  Training 

requirements for fire fighters other than those engaged in structural fire fighting are also 

provided, as are requirements for continuing training for fire fighters.  Also proposed are 

definitions for NFPA (the National Fire Protection Association), which publishes the 

standard which is the basis for these requirements and for “structural fire fighting,” which 

is the basis for the core training requirement proposed herein. 

 

Another Notice of Intended Action proposing to amend 661—Chapter 54 is pending 

(ARC 3294B, IAB 4/14/04).  That Notice proposes to renumber and amend existing rules 

concerning certification of fire fighters.  The numbering of rules throughout the chapter 



 2

when the amendments proposed in that Notice and this one are adopted and filed.  One 

change which is likely to occur is that the substance of the rule proposed herein as 

661—54.100(100B) will be incorporated in new rule 661—54.1(100B).  The other rules 

included in this Notice will likely retain the numbering shown herein when adopted. 

 

Public hearings on these proposed rules will be held on August 5, 2004 at 10 a.m. at 

the offices of the Fire Service Training Bureau, 3100 Fire Service Road, Ames, Iowa 

50011-3100.  and on August 9, 2004 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m over the Iowa 

Communications Network.  The August 9 hearing will be accessible from the following 

sites:   

 
CITY COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE 
LOCATION ROOM # 

Ankeny 
Des Moines Area 
Community College - 
Ankeny Campus 

2006 South Ankeny Blvd. Room 8 
Building 6 

Bettendorf 
Scott Community 
College  

500 Belmont Rd.  Room 210 

Cedar Rapids 
Kirkwood 
Community College 

6301 Kirkwood Blvd. Room 203B 
Linn Hall 

Council Bluffs 
Iowa Western 
Community College  

2700 College Rd. Looft Hall 

Creston 
Southwestern 
Community College 

1501 West Townline Rd. Room 211 
Instructional 
Center 

Emmetsburg 
Iowa Lakes 
Community College 

3200 College Dr. Room 818 
Smith Wellness 
Center 

Fort Dodge 
Iowa Central 
Community College 

330 Ave. M Room 206 
Library 

Marshalltown 
Iowa Valley 
Community College  

3702 South Center St.  Room 806 
Continuing Ed. 
Center 

Mason City 
North Iowa Area 
Community College 

500 College Dr. Room 106 
Activity Center 

Ottumwa 
Indian Hills 
Community College 

651 Indian Hills Dr. ICN Room 8 
Video Conference 
Center 

Peosta 
Northeast Iowa 
Community College  

10250 Sundown Rd. 
Room 139 

Sheldon 
Northwest Iowa  
Community College 

603 West Park St. Room 402 
Building D 
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Sioux City 
Western Iowa Tech 
Community College 

4647 Stone Ave. Room 925 
Building A 

Waterloo 
Hawkeye Community 
College  

1501 E. Orange Rd. Room 110 
Tama Hall 

West 
Burlington 

Southeastern 
Community College  

1500 West Agency 
 

Room 503 North 
Campus Trustee 
Hall 

 
Persons may present their views orally or in writing at a public hearing. Persons who 

wish to make oral presentations at a public hearing should contact the Agency Rules 

Administrator, Iowa Department of Public Safety, Wallace State Office Building, Des 

Moines, Iowa 50319, by mail, by telephone at (515)281-5524, or by electronic mail to 

admrule@dps.state.ia.us, one day prior to the public hearing at which the person wishes 

to speak.   

 

Any written comments or information regarding these proposed rules may be directed 

to the Agency Rules Administrator by mail or electronic mail at the addresses indicated 

by 4:30 p.m. on August 4, 2004, or submitted at a public hearing. Persons who wish to 

convey their views orally other than at the public hearings may contact the Agency Rules 

Administrator by telephone or in person at the Department office by 4:30 p.m. on August 

4, 2004. 

 

These rules are intended to implement Iowa Code Chapter 100B. 

 

The following amendments are proposed: 

 

---------------------------------------------------- 
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Item 1.  Amend 661—Chapter 54 by adopting the following new division: 

 

MINIMUM TRAINING STANDARDS 

661—54.100(100B) Definitions.  The following definitions apply to rules 661—

54.101(100) through 54.104(100B): 

“NFPA” means the National Fire Protection Association, Batterymarch Park, Quincy, 

MA 02269. References to the form “NFPA xx,” where “xx” is a number, refer to the NFPA 

standard or pamphlet of the corresponding number. 

“Structural fire fighting” means fire fighting in a hazardous environment, for which a 

fire fighter needs personal protective equipment and self-contained breathing apparatus. 

 

661—54.101(100B) Minimum training standard.  On or after July 1, 2006, any 

member of a fire department shall have completed the training requirements identified in 

the job performance requirements for the fire fighter I classification in NFPA 1001, 

Standard for Fire Fighter Professional Qualifications, 2002 edition, chapter 5, prior to the 

member’s engaging in structural fire fighting.  Each fire department shall identify its 

members who are or will be engaged in structural fire fighting and shall ensure that any 

member engaged in structural fire fighting on or after July 1, 2006 has completed the 

training requirements specified in this rule prior to the member’s engaging in structural 

fire fighting. 

NOTE:  A fire fighter is not required to be certified to meet this requirement. 

Exception:  A fire fighter who received training which complied with the job 

performance requirements for the fire fighter I classification contained in an earlier 

edition of NFPA 1001 shall be deemed to have met this requirement, provided that 

records documenting the training are maintained in accordance with rule 661—

54.104(100B). 
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661—54.102(100B) Other training.  Any member of a fire department who serves in a 

capacity other than structural fire fighting at an emergency incident shall receive training 

based on the duties the member might perform at an emergency incident. 

 

661—54.103(100B) Continuing training.  All fire department members shall participate 

in at least 24 hours of continuing training annually, which shall be selected from the 

following subject areas: 

• Personal protective equipment and respiratory protection 

• Structural fire fighting techniques including standard operating policies or 

standard operating guidelines 

• Ground ladders 

• Hose and hose appliances 

• Ventilation 

• Forcible entry 

• Search and rescue techniques 

• Fire fighter safety 

• Incident management system or incident command system 

• Emergency vehicle driver-operator 

• Hazardous materials first responder – operations level 

• Emergency Medical Service (EMS) training 

• Additional training based on standard operating procedures or standard 

operating guidelines 

• Other Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) related training, 

such as blood-borne pathogen protection 
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• Specialty training such as confined space entry, vehicle extrication, rescue 

techniques, wildland or agricultural fire fighting techniques 

• Emergency response to terrorism 

• Any other training designed to meet local training needs 

 

661—54.104(100B) Record keeping.  Each fire department shall maintain training 

records for each individual member of the department who participates in emergency 

incidents.  These training records shall identify, for all training completed by the 

individual fire fighter, the vendor that provided the training, the dates during which the 

training was completed, the location or locations where the training was delivered, and a 

description of the content of the training. 

 

         ______________ 
        Date 
 
 
 
        _______________________ 
        James F. Kenkel 
        Fire Marshal 
 
 
 
        _______________________ 
        Kevin W. Techau 
        Commissioner 
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